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TOOTH SHAPE IMPRESSION RECORDING MEMBER AND METHOD OF USING IT 



(57) The present invention provides a teeth mark 
impression recording member, the teeth mark impres- 
sion recording member may improve a measuring accu- 
racy of an ideal diffusion-type laser light system and has 
excellent properties in fixing the member into the abut- 
ment teeth and in recording the impression of the 
opposing teeth. 

The teeth mark impression recording member com- 
prises a fixing part for fixing and sticking the member 
into abutment teeth, and a impression recording part for 
recording a impression of the opposing teeth, and at 
least the impression recording part includes a reflection 
modifier as a additive. 
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Descripti n 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a teeth mark impression recording member. The teeth mark impression 
recording member is used for dental operations, such as dental prosthesis of the crown, bridging, and the like, which 
use a dental CAD/CAM equipment. The teeth mark impression recording member is used to record shapes and tracks 
of opposing teeth during chewing (which may be called "an occlusal record" or "a teeth mark impression".). 

W BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] Up to now. a single-layer teeth mark impression recording members, which uses polyethylene wax and the 
like, having plasticity, is known. The teeth mark impression recording member is used to record shapes and tracks of 
opposing teeth by inserting the member into an oral cavity and by chewing the teeth mark impression recording mem- 
/5 ber back and forth, right and left and the like. 

[0003] However, the teeth mark impression recording member of the prior art which is made from polyethylene wax 
has the following problems. 

(1) In case of the recording tracks of teeth which moves sideways and lengthways dynamically, such as chewing 
20 situation, the teeth mark impression recording member tends to move the different position which is predetermined 

and to float from the teeth. As a result, the teeth mark impression of the opposing teeth may have an error. 

Accordingly, the hardened teeth mark impression recording member is attempted. In accordance with the 
attempt, however, it becomes difficult to fix and stick the member into teeth, and thereby it is not easy to obtain a 
teeth mark impression of the opposing teeth accurately. 

25 

(2) After recording a teeth mark impression, when the teeth mark impression recording member is taken out from 
the oral cavity, the record in the impression recording part may become easily deformed. In accordance with the 
previous teeth mark impression recording member, therefore, the member must be treated so carefully and it is dif- 
ficult to maintain the teeth mark impression for a certain period of time. 

30 

(3) Further, when three dimensional data is taken from the teeth mark impression, which is recorded by the previ- 
ous teeth mark impression recording member, owing to insufficiencies of hardness and rigidity, it is difficult to meas- 
ure the shape of the teeth mark impression by using a contact measuring system. 

35 [0004] Accordingly, using an ideal diffusion-type laser light system is proposed. In accordance with the proposal, 
however, irradiating the laser light onto the teeth mark impression recording member consisting of a polyethylene wax, 
the laser light transmits, spreads or total internally reflects one direction only, and thereby it is difficult to measure the 
teeth mark impression accurately. 

[0005] Under the circumstances, the present inventions, such as a teeth mark impression recording member and a 
40 method for using the same having an excellent reflective property with an ideal diffusion-type laser light system by con- 
stituting the teeth mark impression recording member which comprises a fixing part for fixing and sticking the member 
into abutment teeth, and a impression recording part for recording a impression of opposing teeth, wherein at least the 
impression recording part includes a reflection modifier as an additive. 

45 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] 

(1) The present invention provides a teeth mark impression recording member comprising a fixing part for fixing 
so and sticking the member into teeth and a impression recording part for recording a impression of opposing teeth, 
wherein at least the impression recording part includes a reflection modifier. 
By constituting a teeth mark impression recording member like this, the above-mentioned problems can be 
solved. In accordance with the present invention, therefore, when a laser light is irradiated onto the impression 
recording part of the teeth mark impression recording member, due to the reflection modifier, the part may reflect 
55 the uniformly diffused laser light. Therefore, by detecting the uniformly diffused laser light, three-dimensional teeth 
mark impression, which was recorded in the teeth mark impression recording member, may be measured accu- 
rately. 

Further, the fixing part of the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with the present inven- 
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tion is fixed and stuck into abutment teeth etc., and the impression recording part is bonded to the fixing part. 
Therefore, if opposing teeth moves sideways or lengthways, due to the rigidity of the fixing part, movement of the 
impression recording part is restricted effectively. As a result, due to the impression recording part, it is easy to 
obtain a teeth mark impression of the opposing teeth having an excellent accuracy. 

5 

(2) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, as the reflection mod- 
ifier, it is preferable to use at least one compound selected from the group consisting of titanium oxide, silicon oxide, 
aluminum oxide, zirconium oxide, indium oxide, tin oxide, zinc oxide, antimony oxide, yttrium oxide, cobalt oxide, 
barium sulfate, sodium sulfate, calcium carbonate, sodium carbonate, carbon, a carbon black, a glass fiber and a 
10 carbon fiber. 

By using the reflection modifier, relatively small addition of the modifier may exhibit an excellent reflection mod- 
ifying effect. In other word, by using the reflection modifier, since the irradiated laser light is uniformly diffused and 
then reflected, the transmittance. the spreading and the total internally reflecting into one direction only of the laser 
light are effectively inhibited. 
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(3) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, the reflection modifier 
is preferably included in the range of 0.01 to 80 weight % of the whole amount. 

Since the reflection modifier is included in the above range, a predetermined reflection modifying effect may be 
obtained with maintaining an excellent impression recording ability of the impression recording part. 



(4) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, the glass transition 
temperature of the fixing part is preferably higher than the glass transition temperature of the impression recording 
part. In other word, where the glass transition temperature of the fixing part is Tgl , the glass transition temperature 
of the impression recording part is Tg2, it is preferable that the relationship Tg1>Tg2" is met. 
25 Since the relationship of the glass transition temperature is met, better balance of the impression recording 

ability and the fixing and sticking abilities can be obtained. 

The glass transition temperature of the resm may be measured, for example by using a DSC method, at the 
heating speed of 10°C/min under the nitrogen stream atmosphere, as a changing point of specific heat. 

30 (5) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, the Shore A hardness 
(according to JIS K6301) of the resin used for the fixing part is preferably higher than the Shore A hardness of the 
resin used for the impression recording part. In other word, where the Shore A hardness of the resin used for the 
fixing part is SA1 , the Shore A hardness of the resin used for the fixing part is SA2, it is preferable that the relation- 
ship M SA1>SA2" is met. 

35 Since the relationship of the Shore A hardness is met, better balance of the impression recording ability and 

the fixing and sticking abilities may be obtained. 

The Shore A hardness of the resin may be measured according to JIS K6301 standard. 

(6) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, the melting point of 
40 the resin used for the fixing part is preferably higher than the melting point of the resin used for the impression 

recording part. In other word, where the melting point of the resin used for the fixing part is Mpl , the melting point 
of the resin used for the fixing part is Mp2, it is preferable that the relationship "Mp1>Mp2" is met. 

Since the relationship of the melting point is met. better balance of the impression recording ability and the fix- 
ing and sticking abilities may be obtained. 
45 The melting point of the resin may be measured, for example by using a DSC method, as a peak melting tem- 

perature. 

(7) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, the softening point of 
the resin used for the fixing part is preferably higher than the softening point of the resin used for the impression 

so recording part. In other word, where the softening point of the resin used for the fixing part is Spl , the softening 
point of the resin used for the fixing part is Sp2. it is preferable that the relationship "Sp1 >Sp2" is met. 

Since the relationship of the softening point is met. better balance of the impression recording ability and the 
fixing and sticking abilities may be obtained. 

The melting point of the resin may be measured, for example by using the falling-sphere viscometer. 



55 



(8) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, each of the resins 
used for the fixing part and the impression recording part preferably comprises; 
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a high molecular weight part having an number-average molecular weight of 100,000 or greater, and 
a low molecular weight part having an number-average molecular weight of less than 100,000. 
wherein the content of the high molecular weight part, which is included in the resin used for the fixing part, is 
50 weight % or greater, and the content of the high molecular weight part, which is included in the resin used 
5 for the impression recording part, is less than 50 weight %. 



By using the above-mentioned resins, therefore, same kind of resins may be used for the fixing part and for the 
impression recording part. Further, the fluidity of these resins may be controlled easily, excellent qualities of impres- 
10 sion recording ability and fixing ability may be obtained. 

(9) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, a temperature indi- 
cating material is preferably included in the fixing part and/or the impression recording part. 

By using the above-mentioned material, therefore, excessive heating of the teeth mark impression recording 
is member may be inhibited before using the member in an oral cavity. 



(10) In accordance with the teeth mark impression recording member of the present invention, a supporting layer 
is preferably provided between the fixing part and the impression recording part. 

By using the above-mentioned supporting layer, therefore, treatment of the teeth mark impression recording 
20 member may be easier. In addition, since variety of resins may be used, more excellent fixing ability of the fixing 
part and more excellent impression recording ability of the impression recording part may be obtained. 

(11) The present invention provides an another embodiment which is a method for using the teeth mark impression 
recording member, comprising the steps of; 

25 

beating the teeth mark impression recording member as mentioned above, 

recording tracks of opposing teeth by inserting the teeth mark impression recording member into an oral cavity, 
and 

measuring the tracks of opposing teeth, which was already recorded in the recording step, by using an ideal 
30 diffusion-type laser light system. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



[0007] 

35 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with the first 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with the second 
embodiment of the present invention. 
40 Figure 3 shows a perspective view of the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with the another 
embodiment of the second embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 4 shows a status in which the fixing part of the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with 
the third embodiment of the present invention is fixed and stuck into the abutment teeth. / 
Figure 5 shows a status in which the impression recording part of the teeth mark impression recording member in 
45 accordance with the third embodiment of the present invention is recorded as a teeth mark impression of the occlu- 
sion of the opposing teeth. 

Figure 6 shows a chart example of the teeth mark impression measured by the ideal diffusion-type laser light sys- 
tem. 



so BESTMODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 



[0008] The first embodiment in accordance with the present invention (the teeth mark impression recording mem- 
ber), the second embodiment (the teeth mark impression recording member including the supporting part), and the 
third embodiment (the method for using the teeth mark impression recording member) will be described with referring 
55 to the appropriate drawings. 
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[THE FIRST EMBODIMENT] 

[0009] As shown in Figure 1 , the first embodiment in accordance with the present invention is the teeth mark 
impression recording member 10. The member 10 comprises the fixing part 1 for fixing and sticking the member into 
5 the abutment teeth and the adjacent teeth, and the impression recording part 2 for recording a impression of the oppos- 
ing teeth, and at least the impression recording part 1 includes a reflection modifier. 

[001 0] In accordance with both of the fixing part 1 (which may be called "the first layer"), and the impression record- 
ing part 2 (which may be called "the second layer") may be maintained in a predetermined shapes at a room tempera- 
ture and may be softened and become to chow plasticity, and may be deformed according to a given pressure. 

10 [0011] In other word, due to the fixing part 1, the member may be fixed and stuck into the abutment teeth and the 
adjacent teeth, and due to the impression recording part 2. the member way record the status and tracks of the chewing 
surface of the opposing teeth. Further, softening degree of the fixed part 1 is smaller than softening degree of the 
impression recording part 2. Therefore, due to the fixing part 1, movement of the impression recording part 2 during 
recording may be restricted and thereby the teeth mark impression may be recorded quickly and accurately. Further, 

is the teeth mark impression recording membor 10 comprises the fixing part 1 and the impression recording part 2. There- 
fore, after recording the teeth mark impression, the impression recording part 2 may be easily detached from the oppos- 
ing teeth and the abutment teeth etc. and thereby the teeth mark impression recording member 1 0 may be took out from 
an oral cavity. 

[0012] In addition, the impression recording part 1 includes a reflection modifier. Therefore, irradiated laser light 
20 may uniformly diffused and then reflected, and thereby the tracks of the opposing teeth, which was already recorded, 
may be measured accurately by using the ideal diffusion-type laser light system. 

(1) THE FIXING PART 

25 i) RESIN 

[001 3] The resin used for the fixing pait is not restricted. The such resin may be the resin or combination of resins, 
selected from the group consisting of a polyethylene resin, a polypropylene resin, a polymethylpentene resin, a 
(meth)acrylic resin, a silicone resin, a polyvinyl acetate resin, a polyethylene-vinyl acetate resin, a polyvinyl butyral 

30 resin, a polyvinyl formal resin, a polyvinyl alcohol resin, cellulose acetate, ethyl cellulose, a polycaprolactone resin, a 
polyurethane resin, a styrene-butadiene resin, styrene-butadiene-styrene block polymer resin, a styrene-isoprene-sty- 
rene block polymer resin, a styrene-butylene-ethylene-styrene block polymer resin, a phenoxy resin, and the like. 
[0014] Among those resins, resins that include a hydroxy! group or a carboxyl group as a functional group are pref- 
erable. For example, a silicone resin, a polyvinyl acetate resin, a polyethylene-vinyl acetate resin, a polyvinyl butyral 

35 resin, a polyvinyl formal resin, a polyvinyl alcohol resin, cellulose acetate, ethyl cellulose, a polyester resin, a 
(meth)acrylic resin, and the like, are preferable. As mentioned above, a functional group having a higher polarity may 
improve fixing and sticking abilities into the abutment teeth. 

[0015] Further, as the resin used for the fixing part, at least one resin selected from the group consisting of a poly- 
vinyl acetate resin, a polyethylene-vinyl acetate lesin, and a polycaprolactone resin is more preferable. 

40 

ii) CROSSLINKED RESIN 

[0016] As the resin used for the fixing pait, a crosslinked resin may be preferably used. For example, the above 
resin having a hydroxyl group may be preferably crosslinked by a crosslinking agent, such as an isocyanate compound, 
45 a dicarboxylic acid compound, an epoxy compound, and the like. For example, the above resin having a carboxyl group 
may be preferably cross-linked by a crosslinking agent, such as an epoxy compound, an acidic anhydride, a dihydroxy 
compound, and the like. 

[0017] By crosslinking the resin like this, the controlling of the glass transition temperature(Tg) of a cured resin may 
become easier, and thereby the fixed part may be fixed and stuck into teeth well and deformation of the impression 
so recording part after recording may be inhibited more easily. 

iii) MOLECULAR WEIGHT 

[0018] The molecular weight of the resin used for the fixed part is not restricted. For example, the number-average 
55 molecular weight in term of polystyrene (Mn). measured by the gel permeation chromatography (GPC), is preferably in 
the range of 10,000 to 500.000. 

[0019] The reasons are as follows. When the number -average molecular weight of the resin is less than 10.000, it 
may be difficult to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other hand, when the number-average 
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molecular weight of the resin is greater than 500,000, softening ability during heating process is insufficient and thereby 
it may be difficult to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth. 

[0020] In order to fix and stick the member more easily, therefore, the number-average molecular weight is more 
preferably in the range of 30,000 to 300,000. and is furthermore preferably in the range of 50,000 to 200,000. 
5 [0021] Further, the resin used for the fixing part is preferably the resin which consists of a combination of a high 
molecular weight part having a number-average molecular weight of 100,000 or greater, and a low molecular weight 
part having a number-average molecular weight of less than 1 00,000, wherein the content of the high molecular weight 
part included in the resin is 50 weight % or greater. 

[0022] In accordance with the above-mentioned resin, therefore, the high molecular weight part may make the f ix- 
w ing part rigid and thereby movement of the impression recording part may be restricted. Further, the low molecular 
weight part may improve sticking ability into the abutment teeth etc. 

[0023] In case of the using the above-mentioned resin as the fixing part, the resin used for the impression recording 
part is preferably the resin which consists of a combination of a high molecular weight part having a number-average 
molecular weight of 100,000 or greater, and a low molecular weight part having a number-average molecular weight of 
15 less than 100,000, wherein the content of the high molecular weight part included in the resin, is less than 50 weight %. 
[0024] At the combination of the resins is used for the fixing part and the impression recording part, the impression 
recording ability of the impression recording part may be improved. Further, same kind of resins may be used for the 
fixing part and the impression recording part, the bonding quality between the fixing part and the impression recording 
part may be improved. 

20 

iv) GLASS TRANSITION TEMPERATURE 

[0025] The glass transition temperature of the resin used for the fixing part is preferably in the range of -30 to 70°C. 
[0026] The reasons are as follows. When the glass transition temperature is lower than -30°C. it may be difficult to 

25 maintain the shape at a room temperature and to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other 
hand, when the glass transition temperature is higher than 70°C, softening ability during heating process becomes 
insufficient and thereby it may be difficult to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. 
[0027] In order to fix and stick the member more easily, therefore, the glass transition temperature is more prefera- 
bly in the range of -20 to 50°C, and is furthermore preferably in the range of -10 to 30°C. 

30 [0028] Further, it is also preferable to determine the glass transition temperature (Tg1) of the resin used for the fix- 
ing part considering the glass transition temperature (Tg2) of the resin used for the impression recording part. In that 
case, it is preferable that the relationship "Tg1>Tg2" is met. and it is more preferable that the relationship 
"Tg1>Tg2+10°C"is met. 

35 v) SHORE A HARDNESS 

[0029] The Shore A hardness (according to J IS K6301) of the resin used for the fixing part is preferably in the range 
of 80 to 100°. 

[0030] The reasons are as follows. When the Shore A hardness is lower than 80°, it may be difficult to maintain the 
40 shape at a room temperature and to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other hand, when the 
Shore A hardness is higher than 100°, softening ability during heating process becomes insufficient and thereby it may 
be difficult to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. 

[0031] In order to fix and stick the member more easily, therefore, the Shore A hardness is more preferably in the 
range of 85 to 95°. 

45 [0032] Further, it is also preferable to determine the Shore A hardness (SA1) of the resin used for the fixing part 
considering the Shore A hardness (SA2) of the resin used for the impression recording part. In that case, it is preferable 
that the relationship "SA1>SA2" is met. and it is more preferable that the relationship "SA1 >SA2+5° " is met. 

vi) MELTING POINT 

50 

[0033] The melting point of the resin used for the fixing part is preferably in the range of 150 to 250°C. 
[0034] The reasons are as follows. When the melting point is lower than 150°C, it may be difficult to maintain the 
shape at a room temperature and to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other hand, when the 
melting point is higher than 250°C. softening ability during heating process becomes insufficient and thereby it may be 
55 difficult to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. 

[0035] In order to fix and stick the member more easily, therefore, the melting point is more preferably in the range 
of 160 to 240°C, and is furthermore preferably in the range of 170 to 230°C. 

[0036] Further, it is also preferable to determine the melting point (Mpi ) of the resin used for the fixing part consid- 
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ering the melting point (Mp2) of the resin used for the impression recording part In that case, it is preferable that the 
relationship "Mp1>Mp2' is met, and it is more preferable that the relationship "Mp1>Mp2+30°C " is met. 

vii) SOFTENING TEMPERATURE 

5 

[0037] The softening temperature of the resin used for the fixing part is preferably in the range of 60 to 1 00°C. 
[0038] The reasons are as follows. When the softening temperature is lower than 60°C, it may be difficult to main- 
tain the shape at a room temperature and to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other hand, 
when the softening temperature is higher than 100"C. softening ability during heating process becomes insufficient and 
10 thereby it may be difficult to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. 

[0039] In order to fix and stick the member more easily, therefore, the softening temperature is more preferably in 
the range of 65 to 95°C. and is furthermore preferably in the range of 70 to 90°C. 

[0040] Further, it is also preferable to determine the softening temperature (Sp1) of the resin used for the fixing part 
considering the softening temperature (Sp2) of the resin used for the impression recording pari. In that case, it is pref- 
15 erable that the relationship "Sp1>Sp2 M is met. and it is more preferable that the relationship "Sp1 >Sp2+10°C " is met. 

viii) ADDITIVES 

[0041 ] Variety kind of additives may be preferably included in the resin used for the fixing part. For example, a com- 
20 pound or a combination of compounds, selected from the group consisting of a polymer additive, a reactive dilution 
agent, a radical-type polymerization initiator, a polymerization inhibitor, a polymerization initiator auxiliary, a levelling 
agent, wettability modifier, a surfactant, a plasticizer, a lubricant, a ultraviolet absorber, anti-oxidation agent, an anti- 
static spray, an inorganic filler, a fungicide, moisture conditioner, a dye-dissolution agent, a buffer solution, a chelating 
agent, an antimicrobal agent, a perfume, and the like, may be preferably used. 
25 [0042] Especially, a stearic acid or a palmitic acid as a lubricant, or dibutyl phthalate etc. as a plasticizer may be 
preferably included in the resin. As the such an additive is included in the resin, fixing and sticking ability into the fixing 
part may be improved and after recording the teeth mark impression, the fixing part may be easily detached from the 
teeth. 

[0043] Further, a fungicide also may be preferably included in the resin. As the resin includes the fungicide, anti- 
30 fungous catalytic action may be exhibited easily and thereby become more sanitary. 

ix) SHAPE 

[0044] With respect to the thickness of the fixing part, it is necessary to fill the resin between the abutment teeth 
35 etc. and thereby to fix and stick the member into the teeth. The thickness of the fixing part is not restricted. For example, 
the thickness may be preferably in the range of 0.5 to 1 0 mm. 

[0045] The reasons are as follows. When the thickness of the fixing part is smaller than 0.5 mm. it may be difficult 
to fix and stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. and to hold the impression recording part. On the other hand, 
when the thickness of the fixing part is larger than 10 mm. usability may become deteriorated and fabrication may 
40 become difficult. 

[0046] Therefore, the thickness of the resin used for the fixing part may be more preferably in the range of 1 to 8 
mm. and furthermore preferably in the range of 2 to 5 mm. 

[0047] Further, it is also preferable to provide a thickness controlling layer between the fixing part and the impres- 
sion recording part or on the surface of the fixing part. According to the above-mentioned construction, therefore, when 
45 each of the abutment teeth has a different height or each of the space between the abutment teeth and the adjacent 
teeth has different sizes, the fixing part and the thickness controlling layer may be easily deformed and filled in the 
spaces. Therefore, the impression recording part may be more flat and thereby the teeth mark impression of the oppos- 
ing teeth may be recorded more accurately. 

[0048] The size of the fixing part is not restricted. For example, the fixing part may be a rectangular having 10 to 30 
so mm in length and 1 0 to 30 mm in width or a circle having 1 0 to 30 mm in diameter. Further, according to the application, 
the fixing part may be preferably a triangle, a pentagon, or an ellipse. 

(2) THE IMPRESSION RECORDING PART 

55 i) RESIN 

[0049] With respect to the resin used for the impression recording part, the above-mentioned resin which is usable 
for the fixing part, may be used as well. Therefore, the resin may be a resin or combination of resins, selected from the 
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group consisting of a polyethylene resin, a polypropylene resin, a polyvinyl acetate resin, a polyethylene-vinyl acetate 
resin, a polyvinyl butyral resin, a polyvinyl forma! resin, a polyvinyl alcohol resin, cellulose acetate, and the like. 

ii) CROSSLINKED RESIN 

5 

[0050] As the resin used for the impression recording part the crosslinked resin may also be preferable as same as 
the fixing part in order to improve the creep-resistant ability 

[0051 ] For example, a resin having a hydroxy group may be preferably crosslinked by a crosslinking agent, such as 
an isocyanate compound, a dicarboxylic acid compound, an epoxy compound, and the like. For example, a resin having 
w a carboxyl group may be preferably crosslinked by a crosslinking agent, such as an epoxy compound, an acidic anhy- 
dride, an dihydroxy compound, and the like. 

iii) MOLECUUVR WEIGHT 

15 [0052] The molecular weight of the resin used for the impression recording part is not restricted. For example, the 
number-average molecular weight in term of polystyrene (Mn), measured by GPC, is preferably smaller than that of the 
resin used for the fixing part and is preferably m the range of 10,000 to 300,000. 

[0053] The reasons are as follows. When the number-average molecular weight of the resin is less than 1 0.000, the 
creep-resistant may become low. On the other hand, when the number-average molecular weight of the resin is greater 
20 than 300,000, softening ability during heating is insufficient and thereby it may be difficult to record the teeth mark 
impression, including the tracks of the opposing teeth, accurately. Further, since the number-average molecular weight 
of the impression recording part is smaller than the number-average molecular weight of the fixing part, the resin used 
for the impression recording part may be deformed more easily and thereby the teeth mark impression may be easily 
obtained. 

25 [0054] In order to improve the balance between the long-term maintenance ability of the impression record and the 
recording ability of the teeth mark impression, therefore, the number -average molecular weight of the resin used for the 
impression recording part is more preferably in the range of 30,000 to 200,000. and is furthermore preferably in the 
range of 50.000 to 100.000. 

30 iv) GLASS TRANSITION TEMPERATURE 

[0055] The glass transition temperature of the resin used for the impression recording part is preferably in the range 
of -100 to 40°C. 

[0056] The reasons are as follows. When the glass transition temperature of the resin is lower than -100°C, it may 
35 be difficult to maintain the shape at a room temperature and to maintain the impression record for a long term. On the 
other hand, when the glass transition temperature of the resin is higher than 40°C, it may be difficult to record the teeth 
mark impression accurately. 

[0057] In order to improve the balance between the long-term maintenance ability of the impression record and the 
recording ability of the teeth mark impression, therefore, the glass transition temperature is more preferably In the range 
40 of -80 to 30°C, and is furthermore preferably in the range of -50 to 20°C. 

v) SHORE A HARDNESS 

[0056] The Shore A hardness (according to JIS K6301) of the resin used for the impression recording part is pref- 
45 erably in the range of 30 to 80°. 

[0059] The reasons are as follows. When the Shore A hardness is lower than 30°, it may be difficult to maintain the 
shape at a room temperature and to maintain the impression record for a long term. On the other hand, when the Shore 
A hardness is higher than 80°, the resin becomes so hard that it may be difficult to record the teeth mark impression 
accurately. 

so [0060] In order to improve the balance between the long-term maintenance ability of the impression record and the 
recording ability of the teeth mark impression, therefore, the Shore A hardness of the resin used for the impression 
recording part may be more preferably in the range of 40 to 75°. 

vi) MELTING POINT 

55 

[0061] The melting point of the resin used for the impression recording part is preferably in the range of 100 to 
150°C. 

[0062] The reasons are as follows. When the melting point of the resin is lower than 100°C. it may be difficult to 
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maintain the shape at a room temperature and the resin may flow easily and thereby it may be difficult to fix and stick 
the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other hand, when the melting point of the resin is higher than 150°C, 
the resin may harden in an oral cavity and thereby it may be difficult to record the teeth mark impression accurately. 
[0063] In order to improve the balance between the long-term maintenance ability of the impression record and the 
5 recording ability of the teeth mark impression, therefore, the melting point of the resin used for the impression recording 
part is more preferably in the range of 105 to 145 9 C. and is furthermore preferably in the range of 110 to 140°C. 

vii) SOFTENING TEMPERATURE 

10 [0064] The softening temperature of the resin used for the impression part is preferably in the range of 30 to 60°C. 
[0065] The reasons are as follows. When the softening temperature of the resin is lower than 30°C, it may be diffi- 
cult to maintain the shape at a room temperature and the resin may flow easily and thereby it may be difficult to fix and 
stick the member into the abutment teeth etc. On the other hand, when the softening temperature of the resin is higher 
than 60°C. the resin becomes so hard that it may be difficult to record the teeth mark impression accurately. 

15 [0066] In order to improve the balance between the long-term maintenance ability of the impression record and the 
recording ability of the teeth mark impression, therefore, the softening temperature of the resin used for the impression 
recording part is more preferably in the range of 35 to 55°C, and is furthermore preferably in the range of 40 to 50°C. 

viii) ADDITIVES 

20 

[0067] Various kinds of additives also may be preferably included in the resin used for the impression recording part 
as well. For example, a compound or a combination of compounds, selected from the group consisting of a polymer 
additive, a reactive dilution agent, a radical-type polymerization initiator, a polymerization inhibitor, a polymerization ini- 
tiator auxiliary, a levelling agent, a wettability modifier, a surfactant, a plasticizer, a lubricant, a ultraviolet absorber, an 

25 anti-oxidation agent, an anti -static spray, an inorganic filler, a fungicide, a gas conditioning agent, a dye-dissolution 
agent, a buffer solution, a chelating agent, an anti-microbal agent, a perfume, and the like may be preferably used. 
[0068] In order to detach the member from the teeth more easily, a lubricant or a plasticizer may be preferably 
included in the resin. Content of these additives in the resin for the impression recording part may be preferably higher 
than that in the resin for the fixing part. As the resin includes such a lubricant and a plasticizer, rigidity and creep-resist- 

30 ant ability are improved and thereby maintenance the quality of the impression recording part may be better. 

[0069] Further, a fungicide or a perfume preferably may be included in the resin used for the impression recording 
part, as well as the resin used for the fixing part, in view of sanitary. 

ix) THICKNESS 

35 

[0070] With respect to the thickness of the impression recording part, it is necessary to record the teeth mark 
impression of the opposing teeth. The thickness of the impression recording part is not restricted. For example, the 
thickness of the resin may be preferably in the range of 1 to 10 mm. 

[0071 ] The reasons are as follows. When the thickness of the impression recording part is smaller than 1 mm, it 
40 may be difficult to record the impression record accurately and to maintain the impression for a long term. On the other 
hand, when the thickness of the impression recording part is larger than 1 0 mm, usability may become deteriorated and 
fabrication may become difficult. 

[0072] Therefore, the thickness of the resin used for the impression recording part may be more preferably in the 
range of 2 to 8 mm, and furthermore preferably in the range of 3 to 7 mm. 

45 [0073] Further, it is also preferable to determine the thickness of the resin used for the impression recording part 
considering the thickness of the resin used for the fixing part. For example, it is preferable that the resin used for the 
impression recording part is in the range of 1 .2 to 5 times as thick as the resin used for the fixing part. 
[0074] The reasons are follows. When the resin used for the impression recording part is smaller than 1 .2 times as 
thick as the resin used for the fixing part, it may be difficult to record the impression record accurately. On the other 

so hand, when the resin used for the impression recording part is larger than 5 times as thick as the resin used for the fixing 
part, it may be difficult to stop the movement of the impression recording part by the fixing part. 
[0075] Therefore, it is more preferable that the resin used for the impression recording part is in the range of 1 .5 to 
4 times as thick as the resin used for the fixing part. Further, it is furthermore preferable that the resin used for the 
impression recording part is in the range of 2 to 3 times as thick as the resin used for the fixing part. 

55 [0076] The size of the impression recording part is not restricted, but preferably be same as the size of the fixing 
part. Therefore, for example, the impression recording part may be a rectangular having 10 to 30 mm in length and 10 
to 30 mm in width or a circle having 10 to 30 mm in diameter. 
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(3) REFLECTION QUALITY MODIFIER 

i) KIND 

5 [0077] The kind of the reflection modifier, which is included in at least the impression recording part, is not 
restricted- For example, a compound or a combination of compounds, selected from the group consisting of titanium 
oxide, silicon oxide, aluminum oxide, zirconium oxide, indium oxide, tin oxide, zinc oxide, antimony oxide, yttrium oxide, 
cobalt oxide, barium sulfate, sodium sulfate, calcium carbonate, sodium carbonate, carbon, a carbon black, a glass 
fiber, a carbon fiber, and the like, may be used. 

10 [0078] Among these reflection modifiers, especially titanium oxide has an excellent reflection-enhancement prop- 
erty and has an anti-microbiai property and thereby the member is favorable in view of sanitary. 
[0079] Further, among these modifiers, white-type reflection modifier, such as titanium oxide, silicon oxide, alumi- 
num oxide, zirconium oxide and the like, is more preferable. With respect to the white-type reflection modifier, although 
relatively small amount of the modifier is included, excellent reflection modification effect may be obtained. 

75 

ii) ADDITION AMOUNT 

[0080] The reflection modifier is preferably included in the range of 0.01 to 80 weight % of the whole amount. 
[0081 ] The reasons are as follows. When the content of the reflection modifier is lower than 0.01 weight %. it may 
20 not improve the diffusion and reflection effect of the laser light. On the other hand, when the content of the reflection 
modifier is higher than 50 weight %. the flowing ability of the resin used for the impression recording part and the 
impression recording ability may becomes deteriorated. 

[0082] Therefore, the reflection modifier is more preferably included in the range of 0.1 to 40 weight % of whole 
amount, and the reflection modifier is furthermore preferably included in the range of 1 to 30 weight % of whole amount. 

25 

(4) FABRICATING METHOD 

[0083] Fabricating method of the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with the first embodiment 
is not restricted. For example, the teeth mark impression recording member may be made by the following steps. First, 

30 by diluting the raw materials with an organic solvent, coating solutions for the fixing part and for the impression record- 
ing part are made. Then, each of these coating solutions is coated in order on a process paper (a detachable film) by 
using a roll coater, a gravure coater, a knife coater, a screen print processing, a bar coater, and the like. 
[0084] Alternatively, the teeth mark impression recording member may be made by the following steps. First, solu- 
tions for the fixing part and for the impression recording part are coated on separate papers and dried. Then, the dried 

35 two layers are laminated by using a laminator. 

[THE SECOND EMBODIMENT] 

[0085] As shown in Figure 2. the second embodiment in accordance with the present invention is the teeth mark 
40 impression recording member 20. The member 20 comprises the fixing part 1 , the impression recording part 2, and the 
supporting part 6. 

[0086] Since the teeth mark impression recording member 20 comprises the supporting part 6, size stability of the 
member 20 may be improved and the member may be fabricated more easily. Further, since the supporting part 6 may 
work as an insulator, the fixing part 1 only or the impression recording part 2 only may be locally heated and softened 
45 easily. Therefore, treatment of the teeth mark impression recording member 20 may be easier. 

[0087] With respect to the resins used for the fixing part and for the impression recording part, the reflection modi- 
fier, and the like, since the description of the first embodiment may also be applicable, the description in the second 
embodiment will be omitted. 

so (1) VARIETY OF THE SUPPORTING PART 

[0088] The resin used for the supporting part is not restricted. The resin may be the resin or combination of resins, 
selected from the group consisting of a polyethylene resin, a polypropylene resin, a polymethylpentene resin, a 
(Meth)acrylic resin, a silicone resin, a polyvinyl acetate resin, a polyethylene-vinyl acetate resin, a polyvinyl butyral 
55 resin, a polyvinyl formal resin, a polyvinyl alcohol resin, cellulose acetate, ethyl cellulose, a polyvinyl chloride resin, a 
polyester resin, a polycaprolactam resin, a polyurethane resin, a polyamide resin, a polyacetal resin, a styrene resin, a 
styrene-butadiene resin, a styrene-butadiene-styrene block polymer resin, a styrene-isoprene-styrene block polymer 
resin, a styrene-butyiene-ethylene-styrene block polymer resin, a phenoxy resin, and the like. 
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[0089] Among these resins, a polyester resin, a polyvinyl chloride resin, a polyurethane resin, and the like, are pref- 
erable. 

(2) SHAPE OF THE SUPPORTING PART 

5 

[0090] The supporting part may be preferably a film and may preferably have a thickness of 10 to 1 000 im. 
[0091] The reasons are as follows. When the thickness of the supporting part is smaller than 10 im, mechanical 
strength may be deteriorated and the treatment may become difficult. On the other hand, when the thickness of the sup- 
porting part is 1000 im or more, the tracking ability of the fixing part and the impression recording part to the teeth may 
w be deteriorated. 

[0092] In order to improve the balance between the mechanical strength and the tracking ability to the teeth etc., 
therefore, the thickness of the supporting part is more preferably in the range of 20 to 500 im, and is furthermore pref- 
erably in the range of 30 to 100 im. 

[0093] Further, as shown in Figure 3, the size (area) of the supporting part 6 may be preferably larger than the size 
is (area) of the fixing part and/or the size (area) of the impression recording part. According to the above-mentioned con- 
struction, as shown in Figure 3, a handle 8 may be provided along the edge portions of the fixing part 1 and the impres- 
sion recording portion 2. As a result, the teeth mark impression part 30 may be fixed in an oral cavity easier. 
[0094] Further, due to the handle 8, deformation of the impression recording part 2 during taking out the teeth mark 
impression recording member 30 may be eliminated effectively. In other word, the impression recording part 2 may be 
20 detached from the opposing teeth without seizing the impression recording part 2, and then the teeth mark impression 
recording member 30 may be taken out from the oral cavity. 

[0095] However, as the handle is too large, fixing the member 30 into the oral cavity may be difficult. Therefore, size 
of the supporting part may be preferably determined considering the sizes of the fixing part and the impression record- 
ing part so that the width of the handle may become in the range of 1 to 20 mm. 
25 [0096] Further, the supporting part may preferably be a film having holes or a net, or may preferably have a slit or 
a cut. According to the above-mentioned construction, deterioration of the tracking ability due to the supporting part 
may be prevented effectively. In addition, since the fixing part and the impression recording part are bonded partially, 
detaching of these portions may be prevented. 

[0097] In case of the film having holes, for example, holes having a diameter of 0. 1 to 1000 im may be preferably 
so provided so that the opening ratio (area of holes/area of film) becomes 10 to 90%. In case of the net. for example, holes 
having #10 to #400 may be preferably provided. In case of the part having a slit or a cut, for example, each width may 
be preferably in the range of 0.1 to 1000 im. 

(3) FABRICATING MRTHOD 

35 

[0098] Fabricating method of the teeth mark impression recording member having the supporting part in accord- 
ance with the second embodiment is not restricted as well. For example, the teeth mark impression recording member 
may be fabricated by using the supporting part as a process paper. In other word, first, solution for the fixing part is 
coated on one side of the supporting part by a roll coater etc., and dried and thereby the fixing part is formed. Then, 
40 solution for the impression recording part is coated on the other side of the supporting part by a roll coater etc, and dried 
and thereby the impression recording part is formed. 

[0099] According to the above-mentioned method for fabricating the teeth mark impression recording member, 
since preparing an another process paper may become unnecessary, and thereby the manufacturing cost may be 
greatly reduced. In addition, according to the above-mentioned method for fabricating the teeth mark impression 
45 recording member, since the coating process of the solution for the impression recording part on the fixing part or the 
laminating process for the fixing part and the impression recording part may become unnecessary, the teeth mark 
impression recording member having an thickness with excellent accuracy may be fabricated. 

[THE THIRD EMBODIMENT] 

50 

[01 00] The third embodiment in accordance with the present invention is a method for using the teeth mark impres- 
sion recording member. The member comprises a fixing part for fixing and sticking the member into abutment teeth and 
adjacent teeth, and a impression recording part for recording a impression of opposing teeth, and at least the impres- 
sion recording part includes a reflection modifier. 

55 

(1) HEATING STEP 

[01 01 ] The heating step is the step that heat the teeth mark impression recording member at a predetermined tem- 
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perature in order to soften the fixing part and the impression recording part. 

[0102] As the heating apparatus, an oven, an infrared lamp, a hotplate, a water bath, a burner, and the like may be 
used. 

[0103] The predetermined temperature, at witch the teeth mark impression recording member is heated, may be 
5 preferably in the range of 40 to 80°C, and may be more preferably in the range of 50 to 70°C. 

[0104] Since the member is heated at the above-mentioned temperature, the resin may be softened moderately 
and treatment may become easier. Further, since the member is not heated excessively, the teeth mark impression 
recording member may be maintained within a predetermined shape. 

[0105] With respect to the heating step, only the fixing part of the teeth mark impression recording member may be 
w heated locally and the resin of the fixing part may be softened. According to the above, since the impression recording 
part consists of the resin which may be softened easily, the part may be softened at the temperature of an oral cavity. 
Thus, preferably the impression recording part may not be heated to maintain the shape of the impression recording 
part. 

[0106] Alternatively, the following steps are preferable as well. The steps are, first, only the fixing part of the teeth 
15 mark impression recording member is heated locally and the resin of The fixing part is deformed according to the abut- 
ment teeth etc. and is detached from the oral cavity. Then, only the impression recording part is softened to facilitate 
the recording. In the heating step, therefore, it is preferable that only the fixing part may be heated and the impression 
recording part is not be heated. 

[0107] A temperature indicating material is preferably included in the fixing part and/or the impression recording 
20 part. As a result, heating temperature of the teeth mar impression recording member may be estimated. In other word, 
when the member is heated excessively, a change of color or discoloration is occur, and excessive heating may be rec- 
ognized. 

[0108] As the temperature indicating material, an organic dye. an inorganic dye, an organic pigment, an inorganic 
pigment, and the like may be used. Alternatively, as the temperature indicating material, a microcapsule with a gelatin 
25 wall including a colorant may be used. In that case, when excessive heating is occur, the wall may be destroyed and the 
colorant may be flowed outward. 

(2) RECORDING STEP FOR RECODING THE TEETH MARK IMPRESSION OF THE OPPOSING TEETH 

30 [0109] The recording step is the step that record the impression of the opposing teeth by inserting the teeth mark 
impression recording member into a predetermined position such as the abutment teeth etc. in an oral cavity. Referring 
to Figures 4 and 5, a using status of the teeth mark impression recording member will be described. 
[0110] Fabricating method of the abutment teeth is not restricted. The abutment teeth 3 may be formed according 
to the usual way with respect to the repaired premolar or molar. 

35 [01 1 1 ] Figure 4 shows a status in which the fixing part 1 is inserted between, fixed into, and stuck into the abutment 
teeth 3 etc. Figure 5 shows a status in which the impression recording part is recorded as a teeth mark impression of 
the occlusion of the opposing teeth. First, the teeth mark impression recording member 10 is inserted into an oral cavity 
and the fixing part 1 is inserted between, fixed into, and stuck into the abutment teeth 3 etc. Then, let the patient chew 
the teeth mark impression recording member 10 and move the member from side to side, back and forth, and thereby 

40 the teeth mark impression of the chewing state of the opposing teeth 5 is recorded to the impression recording member 
2. In that case, since the fixing part 1 having high rigidity is fixed and stuck into the abutment teeth 3 etc., the movement 
of the impression recording part 2, which is bonded with the fixing part, may be restricted, even if the opposing teeth 5 
move from side to side and back and forth. Therefore, the tracks of the opposing teeth may be recorded accurately. 

45 (3) MEASURING STEP FOR MEASURING THE TEETH MARK IMPRESSION OF THE OPPOSING TEETH 

[0112] The measuring step is step that remove the teeth mark impression recording member from the oral cavity 
and measure the teeth mark impression, which was already recorded in the recording step, by using an ideal diffusion- 
type laser light system. 

so [0113] In other word, the measuring step has the following two steps. First, the teeth mark impression recording 
member (which may also be called "working model".) is fixed in a CAD/CAM system, which is provided with a measur- 
ing system and a processing system. Then, the laser light from the ideal diffusion-type laser light displacement system 
is irradiated onto the teeth mark impression, which is recorded to the impression recording part, the laser light is uni- 
formly diffused and reflected and thereby the three-dimensional information may be obtained. 

55 [01 14] Since the teeth mark impression recording member includes the reflection modifier in the impression record- 
ing part, the laser light may not transmit and the laser light may be reflected omnidirectionally uniformly. Therefore, the 
teeth mark impression may be measured accurately. 
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EXAMPLES 



[01 1 5] The present invention will be described in detail according to the following examples. 
5 [EXAMPLE 1] 

(1) FABRICATING THE TEETH MARK IMPRESSION RECORDING MEMBER 

[01 1 6] The teeth mark impression recording member, which comprises the fixing part and the impression recording 
10 part including the reflection modifier, is fabricated in accordance with the combination described in Table 1 . First, a solu- 
tion for the fixing part (solution of methyl ethyl ketone) was applied on the silicon treated detachable film by using the 
bar coater so that the thickness of the resin becomes 2 im. As the same manner, a solution for the impression recording 
part (solution of methyl ethyl ketone) was applied on the silicon treated detachable film by using the bar coater so that 
the thickness of the resin becomes 4 im. Next, the resins were dried in a oven, in which the temperature is set to 70°C, 
is for 20 minutes and thereby the coating film for the fixed part and the coating film for the impression recording part were 
obtained. Then, the film for the fixing part and the film for the impression recording part were laminated by using a lam- 
inator and thereby the teeth mark impression recording member was formed. 

(2) HEATING STEP OF THE TEETH MARK IMPRESSION RECORDING MEMBER AND RECORDING STEP 

20 

[0117] First, the teeth mark impression recording member was placed so that the fixing part was opposite to the 
heating surface of the hotplate and heated at 60°C. Next, when the fixing part and the impression recording part were 
softened, the member was inserted into the teeth mark model, which was placed in the oven of 36°C. Then, the member 
was fixed and stuck into the abutment teeth etc. provided in the teeth mark model, and the member was pressed along 
25 the vertical direction while moving the opposing teeth all around. 

[0118] When the teeth mark was recorded, the teeth mark impression recording member was fixed and stuck into 
the abutment teeth etc. As a result, the movement of the impression recording part may be restricted effectively, and 
the impression recording part may not move well as the opposing teeth move. 

30 (3) MEASURING STEP OF THE TEETH MARK IMPRESSION RECORDING MEMBER 

[01 1 9] Then, the teeth mark impression recording member was removed from the teeth mark model, and the teeth 
mark, which was already recorded in the impression recording part, was measured by irradiating an ideal diffusion-type 
laser light. As a result, the teeth mark impression, which was recorded in the impression recording part, was recorded 

35 the impression record of the teeth mark impression of the teeth mark model accurately. 

[0120] The obtained result is shown in Figure 6. In Figure 6, horizontal measuring points 1 to 22 are shown in the 
horizontal axis and Z values (mm), which is a vertical position, are shown in the vertical axis. Also, in Figure 6, the 
measuring result of Example 1 is shown as the Line A. The measuring result of Comparison Example 1, in which the 
resin does not include the reflection property modifier (titanium oxide) is shown as the Line B. The contact measuring 

40 result, which was measured by surface roughness, is shown as the Line C. 

[01 21 ] As easily understood in Figure 6. since Line A and Line C have substantially the same Z value, as compared 
to Line B (in case of not including the reflection modifier), the following may be said. Namely, with respect to the teeth 
mark impression recording member of Example l , the teeth mark impression may be measured accurately. In other 
word, since the teeth mark impression recording member includes titanium oxide as the reflection modifier in its impres- 

45 sion recording part, irradiated laser light may be uniformly diffused and reflected and thereby the teeth mark impression 
may be measured accurately. 



TABLE 1 





FIXING PART (weight %) 


IMPRESSION 






RECORDING PART 






(weight %) 


Vinyl acetate polymer (Mn 150.000) 


64 


40 


Ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer (Mn70.000) 


14 


34 


Titanium oxide 


1.9 


15 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 





FIXING PART (weight %) 


IMPRESSION 
RECORDING PART 
(weight %) 


Silica 


10 


2.0 


Stearic acid 


10 


8 


Blue pigments 


0.1 




Yellow pigments 




1 


Thickness (mm) 


2 


4 


Grass transition temperature (°C) 


40 


-20 


Shore A hardness (JfS K6301 ) (°) 


90 


75 


Melting point (°C) 


120 


90 


Softening temperature (°C) 


58 


45 



20 [COMPARISON EXAMPLE 1] 

[0122] First, a teeth mark impression recording member is fabricated as the same manner as Example 1, except 
for that titanium dioxide is not added to the fixing part and the impression recording part. Next, using the teeth mark 
impression recording member, the teeth mark was recorded and then the teeth mark recorded was measured by using 
25 the ideal diffusion-type laser light system. The result is shown in Figure 6. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0123] As described above, according to the teeth mark impression recording member in accordance with the 
30 present invention, since the impression recording part includes the reflection modifier, irradiated laser light may be uni- 
formly diffused and reflected and thereby the laser light may not transmit, may not spread, and may not total internally 
reflect to one direction only. Therefore, by detecting the uniform reflected light, the teeth mark impression, which is 
three-dimensionally recorded in the impression recording part of the teeth mark impression recording member, may be 
measured accurately. 

35 [0124] In addition, since the fixing part of the teeth mark impression recording member is fixed and stuck into the 
abutment teeth etc., the impression recording part, which is bonded to the fixing part, may not move well as the oppos- 
ing teeth move when the teeth mark impression is recorded. As a result, the teeth mark impression of the opposing 
teeth having excellent accuracy may be obtained. Therefore, based on the teeth mark impression, a dental crown or a 
dental bridge may be fabricated accurately. 

40 

Claims 

1 . A teeth mark impression recording member comprising; 

45 a fixing part for fixing and sticking the member into teeth, and 

a impression recording part for recording a impression of opposing teeth, 
wherein at least the impression recording part includes a reflection modifier. 

2. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in claim 1 . the reflection modifier is at least one compound 
so selected from the group consisting of titanium oxide, silicon oxide, aluminum oxide, zirconium oxide, indium oxide. 

tin oxide, zinc oxide, antimony oxide, yttrium oxide, cobalt oxide, barium sulfate, sodium sulfate, calcium carbonate, 
sodium carbonate, carbon, a carbon black, a glass fiber and a carbon fiber. 

3. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in claim 1 or 2. the reflection modifier is included in the 
55 range of 0.01 to 80 weight % of the whole amount. 

4. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 3, the glass transition tempera- 
ture of the fixing part is higher than the glass transition temperature of the impression recording part. 
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5. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 4, the Shore A hardness (JIS 
K6301) of the resin used for the fixing part is higher than the Shore A hardness (JIS K6301) of the resin used for 
the impression recording part. 

5 6. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 5, the melting point of the resin 
used for the fixing part is higher than the melting point of The resin used for the impression recording part. 

7. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 6, the softening point of the resin 
used for the fixing part is higher than the softening point of the resin used for the impression recording part. 

10 

8. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 7, each of the resins used for the 
fixing part and used for the impression recording part comprises; 

a high molecular weight part having a number-average molecular weight of 100,000 or greater, and 
15 a low molecular weight part having a number-average molecular weight of less than 100,000, 

wherein the content of the high molecular weight part, which is included in the resin used for the fixing part, is 
50 weight % or greater, and the content of the high molecular weight part, winch is included in the resin used 
for the impression recording part, is less than 50 weight %. 

20 9. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 8, a temperature indicating mate- 
rial is included in both of the fixing part and the impression recording part or each. 

10. The teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 9. a supporting layer is provided 
between the fixing part and the impression recording part. 

25 

1 1 . A method for using the teeth mark impression recording member, comprising the steps of; 

heating the teeth mark impression recording member as recited in any one of claims 1 to 10, 
recording tracks of opposing teeth by inserting the teeth mark impression recording member into an oral cavity, 
30 and 

measuring the tracks of opposing teeth, which was already recorded in the recording step, by using an ideal 
diffusion-type laser light system. 
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FIG. 6 




(unn) eanx^A % 



18 



EP 1 042 994 A1 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


toternational application No. 




PCT/JP99/Q5173 



A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

Int. CI* A61C9/00, 19/04, A61K6/10 



According to International Patent Gasification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B, FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (ciaaaificauon system followed by classification symbols) 
Int.Cl' A61C9/00, 19/04, A61K6/10 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents arc included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where ippropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



JP, 5-155732, A (Molten Corp.), 

22 June, 1993 (22.06.93) (Family: none) 

JP, 2-138106, A (Jishi Touahi Kogyo K.K.), 

28 May, 1990 (28.05.90) 

& DS, 3938359, A fc GB, 2225333, A 

& US, 5063255, A 

JP, 3-9744, A (Krupp Medizintechnik GmbH), 

17 January, 1991 (17.01.91) 

& EP, 392269, Al & DB , 3911568, A 

& US, 5078599, A 



1-11 



1-11 



1-11 



I | Further documents art listed in tbe continuation of Box C Q Sec patent family i 



* Special ca a cgonet of cited document* 

"A" document defining the general stale of the art which ii not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
*E" earlier document but published on or after tbe international filing 

date 

"V document which may throw doubts on priority daim(i) or which ii 
cited to establish the pubticaftoo date of another cita toon or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, us*, cxbibilioa or other 

m r (locument published poor to the uuem*oooa! filing dam but later 



T later docurneM publiahcd after the bUExnabonal filing date or 
pnctftty dale and not in conflict with tbe application but ched to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the htvonnon 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed Ui wn duu cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered lo involve an inventive 
step when the document it taken alone 

"V document of particular relevance; the claimed tarentioo cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or wore other inch dcoimeatfs, web 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

"A" document member of the tame patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
07 December, 1999 (07.12.99) 


Date of mailing of (he international search report 
14 December, 1999 (14.12.99) 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second .sheet) (July 1992) 



19 



